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Introduction



The truths and mysteries of occultism constitute, indeed, a 

body of the highest spiritual importance, at once profound 

and practical for the world at large. Yet, it is not as a mere 

addition to the tangled mass of theory or speculation in the 

world of science that they are being given to you, but for their 

practical bearing on the interests of mankind.

Mahatma KH



The paradoxes of occultism must be lived, not uttered only. 

Herein lies a great danger, for it is only too easy to become 

lost in the intellectual contemplation of the path, and so to 

forget that the road can only be known by treading it.



Theosophy should not represent merely a collection of moral 

verities, a bundle of metaphysical ethics, epitomized in 

theoretical dissertations. Theosophy must be made practical; 

and it has, therefore, to be disencumbered of useless 

digressions, in the sense of desultory orations and fine talk. 

A Master of Wisdom



As the brain-mind is the receiver in the waking state, it has 

to be purified from sense-perception, and the truest way to 

do this is by combining philosophy with the highest 

outward and inward virtue. 



1- Knowledge: Coming in touch with the teachings and 

remember them.

2- Understanding: Comprehension of the teachings and 

universal principles postulated in the literature.

3- Application: Reflection to discover how to apply 

universal principles to specific situations of life.

4- Practice: The effort to live according to the teachings.



Esoteric Writing in 
The Secret Doctrine



Ever since the publication of The Secret Doctrine students 

of Theosophy have complained that the teachings 

contained in the work do not satisfy them. One complains 

that my explanations are not complete; thus, he says:

“I have read and re-read The Secret Doctrine and nothing 

is more disheartening than to find some of the best 

explanations on Occult points, just as they begin to grow 

a little lucid marred by a reference to some exoteric 

philosophy or religion, which breaks up the train of 

reasoning and leaves the explanation unfinished.”



The department of ethics having been sketched summarily 

in a fragmentary way, as we promised, [we have] here and 

there interspersed the dogmas which are the germs of true 

knowledge, so that the discovery of the sacred traditions 

may not be easy to any one of the uninitiated.

Clement of Alexandria



Let these notes of ours, as we have often said for the sake 

of those that consult them carelessly and unskillfully, be of 

varied character—and as the name itself indicates 

[Stromata], patched together—passing constantly from 

one thing to another, and in the series of discussions 

hinting at one thing and demonstrating another. "For those 

who seek for gold," says Heraclitus, "dig much earth and 

find little gold." But those who are of the truly golden race, 

in mining for what is allied to them, will find the much in 

little. 

Clement of Alexandria



An examination of the method pursued by our teacher, 

H.P.B., shows that since she is not permitted to give out the 

complete teaching, nor to make known even a perfect 

outline of the doctrine on any one plane, she omits such 

parts and mixes up the remainder to a certain extent, like 

the pieces of a child’s puzzle. . . .



. . . For were she to state all that she gives out in its correct 

relation and order, we could readily fill in the gaps 

ourselves, and men would thus obtain knowledge, and 

therefore power, on the occult side of nature, before their 

moral natures were fitted for the trust. Therefore she 

conceals the clue by removing the pieces of the puzzle from 

their proper context, and so obliging us to have recourse to 

the light of intuition in order to restore them to their 

proper places in the perfect scheme.

Bertram Keightley



“Theosophy,” she said, “is for those who can think, or for 

those who can drive themselves to think, not mental 

sluggards.” H.P.B. has grown very mild of late. “Dumskulls” 

used to be her name for the average student. 

Robert Bowen



Does it not stand to reason that a work which compares 

several dozens of philosophies and over half a dozen of 

world-religions; a work which has to unveil the roots with 

the greatest precautions, as it can only hint at the secret 

blossoms here and there—cannot be comprehended at a 

first reading, nor even after several, unless the reader 

elaborates for himself a system for it?



You will find that it was never the intention of the 

Occultists really to conceal what they had been writing 

from the earnest determined students, but rather to lock 

up their information for safety-sake, in a secure safe-box, 

the key to which is—intuition. The degree of diligence and 

zeal with which the hidden meaning is sought by the 

student, is generally the test—how far he is entitled to the 

possession of the so buried treasure.

Mahatma KH



Many people are great readers. Now, reading does not build 

the mind; thought alone builds it. Reading is only valuable 

as it furnishes materials for thought. A person may read 

much, but his mental growth will be in proportion to the 

amount of thought that he expends in his reading. The value 

of what he reads depends on the use he makes of it. Unless 

he takes up the thought and works on it himself, its value 

will be small and passing. 

Annie Besant



When we begin to teach a subject we try to present it to 

those we are teaching in a clear form. It makes people 

rather lazy, because too much is done for them, and the 

result is that the memory is very much more, and the 

reasoning much less exercised. The teachers take all the 

trouble, and present an already cooked and digested 

teaching to save the pupils from the trouble of exercising 

their mental faculties. . . .



The old ways were different. In the eastern books you do 

not get a clear presentation of a doctrine as a whole. It is 

scattered over the books. A careful student can gather the 

whole teaching; but he has not now the patience and 

industry required for the task. In the old days people had 

to work out results; so they grew into great thinkers, 

because they exercised their minds. 

Annie Besant



Thank you

Michele and Pablo Sender
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