
The Transformative Power
of The Secret Doctrine

Michele and Pablo Sender
School of the Wisdom – Adyar 2024



Methods of Study



Reading the SD page by page as one reads any other book 

(she says) will only end in confusion. The first thing to do, 

even if it takes years, is to get some grasp of the “Three 

Fundamental Principles,” given in “Proem.” Follow that up 

by study of the “Recapitulation”—the numbered items in 

the “Summing Up” to volume I (part I). Then take the 

“Preliminary Notes” (vol. II) and the “Conclusion” (vol. II).



- Preface and Introductory [not mentioned by HPB]

- Proem → Three Fundamental Propositions

- Summing Up → Recapitulation

Vol. 1—Cosmogenesis



Vol. 2—Anthropogenesis

- Preliminary Notes → three new propositions

- Conclusion



1- Consecutive Study

2- Study by Subjects



1- Consecutive Study

- Take the first volume and study sections advised by 

HPB (Proem and Summing Up).

- Start studying the stanzas consecutively.



2- Study by Subjects



Demiurge



The Beings, or the Being, collectively called Elohim, who first 

(if ever) pronounced the cruel words, “Behold, the Man is 

become as one of us, to know good and evil; and now, lest he 

put forth his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat and 

live for ever . . .” must have been indeed the Ilda-baoth, the 

Demiurge of the Nazarenes, filled with rage and envy against 

his own creature. . . . (SD vol. 2, p. 243)

Demiurge



[The Secret Doctrine] admits a Logos or a collective 

“Creator” of the Universe; a Demi-urgos . . . .



[The Secret Doctrine] admits a Logos or a collective 

“Creator” of the Universe; a Demi-urgos . . . .

Greek, demiurgos (δημιουργός) 

demi = people 

urgos = work

“Craftsman” or “Workman”



[The Secret Doctrine] admits a Logos or a collective 

“Creator” of the Universe; a Demi-urgos —in the sense 

implied when one speaks of an “Architect” as the “Creator” 

of an edifice, whereas that Architect has never touched one 

stone of it, but, while furnishing the plan, left all the manual 

labor to the masons. . . .



. . . in our case the plan was furnished by the Ideation of the 

Universe, and the constructive labor was left to the Hosts of 

intelligent Powers and Forces. 

But that Demiurgos is no personal deity,—i.e., an imperfect 

extra-cosmic god—but only the aggregate of the Dhyan-

Chohans and the other forces. (SD vol. 1, pp. 279-280)



In Esoteric philosophy the Demiurge or Logos, regarded as 

the CREATOR, is simply an abstract term, an idea, like 

“army.” As the latter is the all-embracing term for a body of 

active forces or working units—soldiers—so is the 

Demiurge the qualitative compound of a multitude of 

Creators or Builders. (SD vol. 1, p. 380)



The reader must bear in mind that there is a great difference 

between the LOGOS and the Demiurgos, for one is Spirit and 

the other is Soul. (SD vol. 2, p. 25)



The reader must bear in mind that there is a great difference 

between the LOGOS and the Demiurgos, for one is Spirit and 

the other is Soul. (SD vol. 2, p. 25)

    Logos (Spirit) 

  Demiurge (Soul)



The ancients had, in their Kyriel of gods, seven chief 

Mystery-gods, whose chief was, exoterically, the visible Sun, 

or the eighth, and, esoterically, the second Logos, the 

Demiurge. (SD vol. 2, p. 22)



The ancients had, in their Kyriel of gods, seven chief 

Mystery-gods, whose chief was, exoterically, the visible Sun, 

or the eighth, and, esoterically, the second Logos, the 

Demiurge. (SD vol. 2, p. 22)
                                       

         (First) Logos

Second Logos (Demiurge)

Seven chief Mystery-gods

                                             Lower gods



The Sun was always called by the Egyptians ‘the eye of 

Osiris,’ and was himself the Logos, the first-begotten, or light 

made manifest to the world, ‘which is the Mind and divine 

intellect of the Concealed.’ It is only by the sevenfold Ray of 

this light that we can become cognizant of the Logos 

through the Demiurge, regarding the latter as the creator of 

our planet and everything pertaining to it, and the former as 

the guiding Force of that ‘Creator’—good and bad at the 

same time, the origin of good and the origin of evil. . . .



. . . This ‘Creator’ is neither good nor bad per se, but its 

differentiated aspects in nature make it assume one or the 

other character. (SD vol. 2, 25)



The Sun was always called by the Egyptians ‘the eye of 

Osiris,’ and was himself the Logos, the first-begotten, or 

light made manifest to the world



       
        

          Logos 
    

- The first-begotten
- Light manifested to the world



The Sun was always called by the Egyptians ‘the eye of 

Osiris,’ and was himself the Logos, the first-begotten, or 

light made manifest to the world, ‘which is the Mind and 

divine intellect of the Concealed.’



- The first-begotten
- Light manifested to the world
- Mind and divine intellect
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The Sun was always called by the Egyptians ‘the eye of 

Osiris,’ and was himself the Logos, the first-begotten, or 

light made manifest to the world, ‘which is the Mind and 

divine intellect of the Concealed.’ It is only by the 

sevenfold Ray of this light that we can become 

cognizant of the Logos



         The Concealed 

                 [The source or “father”]

          Logos 
    

- The first-begotten
- Light manifested to the world
- Mind and divine intellect

- Sevenfold Ray of the 
[white] light of the Logos



The Sun was always called by the Egyptians ‘the eye of 

Osiris,’ and was himself the Logos, the first-begotten, or 

light made manifest to the world, ‘which is the Mind and 

divine intellect of the Concealed.’ It is only by the 

sevenfold Ray of this light that we can become cognizant 

of the Logos through the Demiurge. . . .



         The Concealed 

                 [The source or “father”]

          Logos - The first-begotten
- Light manifested to the world
- Mind and divine intellect

Demiurge
- Sevenfold Ray of the 
[white] light of the Logos



The Sun was always called by the Egyptians ‘the eye of 

Osiris,’ and was himself the Logos, the first-begotten, or 

light made manifest to the world, ‘which is the Mind and 

divine intellect of the Concealed.’ It is only by the 

sevenfold Ray of this light that we can become cognizant 

of the Logos through the Demiurge, regarding the latter 

as the creator of our planet and everything pertaining 

to it, and the former as the guiding Force of that 

‘Creator’. . . .



Our planet

         The Concealed 

                 [The source or “father”]

          Logos - The first-begotten
- Light manifested to the world
- Mind and divine intellect

Demiurge
- Sevenfold Ray of the 
[white] light of the Logos
- Creator of our planet



… that “Creator”—good and bad at the same time, the 

origin of good and the origin of evil. This “Creator” is 

neither good nor bad per se, but its differentiated aspects 

in nature make it assume one or the other character. 

(SD vol. 2, p. 25)



         The Concealed 

                 [The source or “father”]

          Logos - The first-begotten
- Light manifested to the world
- Mind and divine intellect

Our planet

Demiurge
- Sevenfold Ray of the 
[white] light of the Logos
- Creator of our planet
- Origin of good and evil



         The Concealed 

                 [The source or “father”]

          Logos - The first-begotten
- Light manifested to the world
- Mind and divine intellect

Demiurge
- Sevenfold Ray of the 
[white] light of the Logos
- Creator of our planet
- Origin of good and evil

Our planet



1- From the Greek demiurgos (δημιουργός) meaning 

“craftsman” or “workman.”

2- For the (Gnostic) Nazarenes, the Demiurge was Ilda-

 baoth (Yaldabaoth), the malevolent and lower god of 

the Old Testament.

3- In general, the Secret Doctrine presents the Demiurge 

as the collectivity of celestial builders and other 

creative forces operating in the planet.

Main ideas about the Demiurge



4- However, sometimes, the Demiurge is equated to the 

manifested Logos as the a single entity, the chief of the 

seven primordial gods.



4- However, sometimes, the Demiurge is equated to the 

manifested Logos as the a single entity, the chief of the 

seven primordial gods.

5- The Demiurge is neither good nor bad, but includes all 

forces of nature—constructive and destructive.



1- Introductory essays (Bowen)

2- Consecutive study

3- Study by subject, to deepen understanding

My proposed sequence



Thank you

Michele and Pablo Sender
School of the Wisdom – Adyar 2024
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