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Four Basic Ideas



No matter what one may study in the S.D. let the mind hold 

fast, as the basis of its ideation, to the following ideas:



1- The Fundamental Unity of All Existence

This unity is a thing altogether different from the common 

notion of unity—as when we say that a nation or an army is 

united; or that this planet is united to that by lines of magnetic 

force or the like. The teaching is not that. It is that existence is 

One Thing, not any collection of things linked together. 

Fundamentally there is One Being. . . .



The BEING has two aspects, positive and negative. The 

positive is Spirit, or CONSCIOUSNESS. The negative is 

SUBSTANCE, the subject of consciousness. This Being is the 

Absolute in its primary manifestation. Being absolute there 

is nothing outside it. It is All-Being.



It is indivisible, else it would not be absolute. If a portion 

could be separated, that remaining could not be absolute, 

because there would at once arise the question of 

Comparison between it and the separated part. Comparison 

is incompatible with any idea of absoluteness. Therefore it is 

clear that this fundamental One Existence, or Absolute 

Being, must be the Reality in every form there is. The Atom, 

the Man, the God (she says) are each separately, as well as all 

collectively, Absolute Being in their last analysis, that is their 

Real Individuality. 



It is this idea which must be held always in the background 

of the mind to form the basis for every conception that arises 

from study of the S.D. The moment one lets it go (and it is 

most easy to do so when engaged in any of the many 

intricate aspects of the Esoteric Philosophy), the idea of 

Separation supervenes, and the study loses its value.



2. There Is No Dead Matter

Every last atom is alive. It cannot be otherwise since every 

atom is itself fundamentally Absolute Being. Therefore there 

is no such thing as “spaces” of Ether, or Akasha, or call it 

what you like, in which angels and elementals disport 

themselves like trout in water. That’s a common idea. The 

true idea shows every atom of substance no matter of what 

plane to be in itself a Life.



The Absolute (parabrahm) [is unknowable]. Therefore, we 

must begin with the root-substance (mulaprakriti), or the 

Veil of this unknowable. Here again we see that the first is 

the Mother Goddess, the reflection of the subjective root, on 

the first plane of Substance. Then follows, issuing from, or 

rather residing in, this Mother Goddess, the unmanifested 

Logos, he who is both her Son and Husband at once, called 

the “concealed Father.” (CW10, 303)



Everything in the Universe, throughout all its kingdoms, is 

CONSCIOUS:  i.e., endowed with a consciousness of its own 

kind and on its own plane of perception. We men must 

remember that because we do not perceive any signs—

which we can recognise—of consciousness, say, in stones, we 

have no right to say that no consciousness exists there. There 

is no such thing as either “dead” or “blind” matter, as there is 

no “Blind” or “Unconscious” Law.  These find no place among 

the conceptions of Occult philosophy. (SD1, 274)



1- Space is matter.

2- That matter has a vibration, an energy.

3- That vibrating matter has a consciousness of its own 

(elemental kingdoms).

4- Everything in the cosmos is made up of this living matter.



Elemental kingdoms

The elemental world interpenetrates this, and is therefore 

eternally present in the human system.



As it (the elemental world) is automatic and like a 

photographic plate, all atoms continually arriving at and 

departing from the “human system” are constantly 

assuming the impression conveyed by the acts and thoughts 

of that person, and therefore, if he sets up a strong current 

of thought, he attracts elementals in greater numbers, and 

they all take on one prevailing tendency or colour, so that 

all new arrivals find a homogeneous colour or image which 

they instantly assume.



The elemental world, being unconscious force, returns or 

reacts upon humanity exactly as humanity acted towards it, 

whether the actions of men were done with the knowledge of 

these laws or not. So in these times it has come to be that the 

elemental world has the complexion and action which is the 

exact result of all the actions and thoughts and desires of 

men from the earliest times. And, being unconscious and 

only acting according to the natural laws of its being, the 

elemental world is a powerful factor in the workings of 

Karma.



3. Man is the Microcosm



3. Man is the Microcosm

Man, as a whole, contains every element that is found in the 

universe, and as there is nothing in the macrocosm that is 

not in the microcosm; so every molecule is, in its turn, the 

mirror of its universe, Man.



As in the microcosm, Man, so in the macrocosm or the 

universe. Every “organ” in the cosmos is a sentient entity, and 

every particle of substance, from the physical up to the 

spiritual atom, is a cell, a nerve center which communicates 

with the brain-stuff or that [cosmic] substance on the plane of 

divine thought, in which the prime ideation is produced. . . . 

Only the latter “cell” assumes in the macrocosm the gigantic 

proportions of an intelligent unit in this or that “hierarchy” of 

beings.





. . . Therefore, was Man produced in the image of God—or 

divine nature. Every cell in the human organism mysteriously 

corresponds with a like “cell” in the divine organism or the 

manifested universe.



As he is so, then all the Hierarchies of the Heavens exist 

within him. But in truth there is neither Macrocosm nor 

Microcosm but One Existence. Great and small are such 

only as viewed by a limited consciousness.



The laws which govern the whole, govern also every part of 

it. As Man is a little copy of the universe—is the 

microcosm—he is governed by the same laws which rule the 

greater [cosmos]. Occultism teaches therefore of the secret 

laws and forces of the universe and man. 

There is in Man a center or focus corresponding to each 

center of force or power in the universe.

Occultism teaches therefore of the secret laws and forces of 

the universe and man.



It is a well-known principle of Occultism that the ONE LIFE 

which pervades ALL connects all the bodies in space. All 

heavenly bodies have thus mutual relation, which is blended 

with man’s existence, since he is but a microcosm in the 

macrocosm.



In studying esoteric cosmogony, keep a spiritual eye upon 

the physiological process of human birth; proceed from 

cause to effect establishing as you go along, analogies 

between the birth of a Man and that of a world.

Mahatma M



4. The Great Hermetic Axiom

It really sums up and synthesizes all the others. As is the 

Inner, so is the Outer; as is the Great, so is the Small; as it is 

above, so it is below: there is but One Life and Law; and he 

that worketh it is One. Nothing is Inner, nothing is Outer; 

nothing is Great, nothing is Small; nothing is High, nothing 

is Low, in the Divine Economy.



Nature follows the same groove from the “creation” of a 

universe down to that of a mosquito.

Mahatma M



The Sun is simply the reflection of the huge “storehouse” of our 

System wherein ALL its forces are generated and preserved; the 

Sun being the heart and brain of our pigmy Universe, we might 

compare its faculae—those millions of small, intensely brilliant 

bodies of which the Sun’s surface away from the spots is made 

up—with the blood corpuscles of that luminary.

Mahatma KH



Law in nature is uniform and the conception, formation, 

birth, progress, and development of the child differs from 

those of the globe only in magnitude. The globe has two 

periods of teething and of capillature [hair growth]—its 

first rocks which it also sheds to make room for new—and 

its ferns and mosses before it gets forest.

Mahatma KH



“No matter what one takes as study in the S.D. one must 

correlate it with those basic ideas.”



Seven Keys of 
Interpretation



There are seven keys of interpretation to every symbol and 

allegory—that which may not fit a meaning, say from the 

psychological or astronomical aspect, will be found quite 

correct from the physical or metaphysical.



1) Physical / Physiological / Anthropological

2) Numerical / Geometrical / Arithmetical

3) Psychological / Psychic / Moral 

4) Magical / Creative

5) Astronomical / Cosmogonic / Astrological

6) Theogonic (or “angelic”)

7) Metaphysical / Spiritual / Mystical



1- Theogonic key

2- Astronomical key

3- Psychological key

The War in Heaven



No one occultist, if he is true to his colors, can give out the 

meaning of all the “seven mysteries of wisdom”—even if he 

himself is acquainted with all—which would be a marvel, 

indeed. For those “seven mysteries” in toto are known 

thoroughly only to the “Masters of Wisdom.”



Our explanations are by no means complete, nor do they 

pretend to give out the full text, or to have been read by the 

help of more than three or four keys out of the sevenfold 

bunch of esoteric interpretation, and even this has only been 

partially accomplished. The work is too gigantic for any one 

person to undertake, far more to accomplish.



Thank you
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