
The Transformative Power
of The Secret Doctrine

Michele and Pablo Sender
School of the Wisdom – Adyar 2024



Cosmic Perspective of 
Human Beings



You all know your earthly pedigree, but who of you has ever 

traced all the links of heredity—astral, psychic, and 

spiritual? None seem to know the indissoluble link 

connecting their Souls with the One Universal SELF.



The Esoteric Sciences have the double object of: 

(a) Proving man to be identical in spiritual and physical 

essence with both the Absolute Principle and with God in 

Nature;

(b) Demonstrating the presence in him of the same potential 

powers as exist in the creative forces in Nature.



Students will now better comprehend the necessity of first 

studying the correspondences between our “principles” and 

the direct roots of these in the Universe.



The higher self (Atman) is the inseparable ray of the 

universal and one self.
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Cosmic and Human Correspondences



Buddhi (divine soul) is a spark which issued from the pure 

Essence of the universal over-soul [alaya].

All is impermanent in man except the pure bright essence of 

alaya. Man is its crystal ray; a beam of light immaculate 

within.
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Cosmic and Human Correlations



Our Ego is a ray of the Universal Mind, individualized for the 

space of a cosmic life-cycle, during which it gets experience 

in almost numberless reincarnations or rebirths, and after 

which it returns to its Parent-Source.
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Cosmic and Human Correlations



The Hierarchies of Celestial Beings are directly connected 

and forever linked with man. 

The Seven Hierarchies of Being have a direct bearing upon 

and relation to one of the human principles, since each of 

these Hierarchies is, in fact, the creator and source of the 

corresponding human principle.

Each Hierarchy furnishes the Aura of one of the seven 

principles in man with its specific color. 
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Attunement and  
Awakening



The seven primeval gods or angels—our dhyani-chohans—

the “seven primeval rays” or powers [are] arupa, formless, at 

the upper rung of the ladder of being, materializing more 

and more as they descend in the scale of objectivity and 

form, ending in the grossest and most imperfect of the 

hierarchy, man—it is the former purely spiritual group that 

is pointed out to us, in our occult teaching, as the nursery 

and fountainhead of human beings. 



Every rational being—called Man on Earth—is of the same 

essence and possesses potentially all the attributes of the 

higher celestial beings (aeons).



Our principles are the Seven Stringed Lyre of Apollo, truly. In 

this our age, man’s faculties are no better than the loose 

strings of the violin. But the Occultist who knows how to 

tighten and tune them will extract divine harmony from 

them.



These seven planes correspond to the seven states of 

consciousness in Man. It remains with him to attune the 

three higher states in himself to the three higher planes in 

the macrocosmos. But before he can attempt to attune, he 

must awaken the three “seats” to life and activity.



Let us study Man, therefore; but if we separate him for one 

moment from the Universal Whole, or view him in isolation, 

we shall either land in black magic or fail most ingloriously 

in our attempt.



Man ought to be ever striving to help the divine evolution of 

Ideas [present in the universal mind], by becoming to the 

best of his ability a co-worker with nature in the cyclic task.



The mental and spiritual consciousness of the individual 

becomes the general consciousness of Brahman when the 

barrier of individuality is wholly removed, and when the 

seven powers in the microcosm are placed en rapport with 

the seven powers in the macrocosm.
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Correspondences



The law of correspondences will lead you to the discovery of 

the greatest mysteries of macrocosmical life. But to arrive at 

the macrocosmical, you must begin by the microcosmical: 

i.e., you must study Man, the microcosm.



Let us remember that when we speak of men it is a perfect 

analogy with the cosmos—that which we call Parabrahman 

and the first Logos is Atma and Buddhi in man. Then, the 

third Logos [is] Manas.
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Some examples



The one homogeneous divine substance-principle . . . is the 

omnipresent Reality: impersonal, because it contains all and 

everything. Its impersonality is the fundamental conception 

of the System. It is latent in every atom in the Universe, and 

is the Universe itself.

Some examples



The personal God of orthodox theism perceives, thinks, and 

is affected by emotion; he repents and feels “fierce anger.” 

But the notion of such mental states clearly involves the 

unthinkable postulate of the externality of the exciting 

stimuli, to say nothing of the impossibility of ascribing 

changelessness to a being whose emotions fluctuate with 

events in the worlds he presides over. The conceptions of a 

personal God as changeless and infinite are thus 

unpsychological and, what is worse, unphilosophical. 



Our highest nature cannot be said to “perceive, think, and be 

affected by emotion. . . . The notion of such mental states 

clearly involves the unthinkable postulate of the externality 

of the exciting stimuli” [since at this level there is unity] “to 

say nothing of the impossibility of ascribing changelessness 

to [our highest nature].



Thank you
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