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Further, the secret doctrine affirms:

The eternity of the universe in its totality as a boundless
plane; periodically “the playground of numberless universes
incessantly manifesting and disappearing,” called “the
manifesting stars,” and the “sparks of eternity.” “The eternity
of the Pilgrim” is like a wink of the eye of Self-existence
(Book of Dzyan). “The appearance and disappearance of
worlds is like a regular tidal ebb of flux and reflux.”



This second assertion of the secret doctrine is the absolute
universality of that law of periodicity, of flux and reflux, ebb
and flow, which physical science has observed and recorded
in all departments of nature. An alternation such as that of
day and night, life and death, sleeping and waking, is a fact
so common, so perfectly universal and without exception,
that it is easy to comprehend that in it we see one of the
absolutely fundamental laws of the universe.



The esoteric doctrine teaches that the one infinite and
unknown essence exists from all eternity, and in regular and
harmonious successions is either passive or active. In the
poetical phraseology of The Laws of Manu these conditions
are called the “days” and the “nights” of Brahma, who is
either “awake” or “asleep.”



Upon inaugurating a new period of activity, says the secret
doctrine, an expansion of this divine essence from without
inwardly and from within outwardly occurs, in obedience to
eternal and immutable law, and the phenomenal or visible
universe is the ultimate result of the long chain of cosmical
forces thus progressively set in motion. In like manner, when
the passive condition is resumed, a contraction of the divine
essence takes place, and the previous work of creation is
gradually and progressively undone. The visible universe
becomes disintegrated, its material dispersed; and
“darkness,” solitary and alone, broods once more over the
face of the “deep.”



To use a metaphor from the secret books, which will convey
the idea still more clearly, an out-breathing of the “unknown
essence” produces the world; and an inhalation causes it to
disappear. This process has been going on from all eternity,
and our present universe is but one of an infinite series,
which had no beginning and will have no end. But it is only
with reference to the intra-cosmic soul, the ideal cosmos in
the immutable divine thought, that we may say: “It never
had a beginning, nor will it have an end.”




With regard to its body or cosmic organization, though it
cannot be said that it had a first, or will ever have a last
construction, yet at each new period of activity
(manvantara), its organization may be regarded as the first

and the last of its kind, as it evolutes every time on a higher
plane.



Thus, intra-cosmic motion is eternal and ceaseless; cosmic
motion (the visible, or that which is subject to perception) is
finite and periodical. As an eternal abstraction, motion is the
ever-present; as a manifestation, it is finite both in the
coming direction and the opposite, the two being the alpha
and omega of successive reconstructions.



Thus we see in history a regular alternation of ebb and flow
in the tide of human progress. The great kingdoms and
empires of the world, after reaching the culmination of their
greatness, descend again, in accordance with the same law
by which they ascended; till, having reached the lowest
point, humanity reasserts itself and mounts up once more,
the height of its attainment being, by this law of ascending
progression by cycles, somewhat higher than the point from
which it had before descended. They are called in the
Eastern esotericism the karmic cycles.



“Ideas rule the world”; and as men’s minds receive new
ideas, laying aside the old and effete the world will advance;
mighty revolutions will spring from them; institutions. ..
will crumble before their onward march crushed by their
own inherent force. ... It will be just as impossible to resist
their influence when the time comes as to stay the progress
of the tide.

Mahatma KH




We are of the human race, subject to its cyclic impulse and
powerless to turn that back upon itself. Can you turn the
Ganga or the Brahmaputra back to its sources; can you even
dam it so that its piled up waters will not overflow the
banks? ... So we, who cannot stop the world from going in
its destined direction, are yet able to divert some part of its
energy into useful channels.

Mahatma KH
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Moreover, the secret doctrine teaches:

The fundamental identity of all souls with the universal
Over-soul, the latter being itself an aspect of the unknown
root; and the obligatory pilgrimage for every soul—a spark
of the former—through the cycle of incarnation (or
“necessity”) in accordance with cyclic and karmic law,
during the whole term.



In other words, no purely spiritual divine soul (buddhi) can
have an independent (conscious) existence before the spark
which issued from the pure essence of the universal sixth
principle—or the Over-soul—has:

(a) Passed through every elemental form of the phenomenal
world of that period of activity (manvantara), and

(b) Acquired individuality, first by natural impulse, and then
by self-induced and self-devised efforts (checked by its
karma).



Thus ascending through all the degrees of intelligence, from
the lowest to the highest mind (manas), from mineral and
plant, up to the holiest archangel (dhyani-buddha).

The pivotal doctrine of the Esoteric philosophy admits no
privileges or special gifts in Man, save those won by his own
Ego through personal effort and merit throughout a long
series of metempsychoses and reincarnations.



First stage

- By “descending” into matter, starting with the invisible
elemental kingdoms of nature, gradually coming closer to
the physical plane.




Second stage

- By natural evolution through mineral, plants, and animals.




Third stage

- By “self-induced” and “self-devised” efforts as a human
being.




Fourth stage

- Thus ascending through all the degrees of intelligence,
from the lowest to the highest mind (manas), from mineral
and plant, up to the holiest archangel (dhyani-buddha).
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llusion

The six principles in nature [are] all the outcome—the
variously differentiated aspects—of the SEVENTH, the only
reality in the universe. This is why the permutations
(psychic, spiritual and physical), on the plane of
manifestation and form are viewed by metaphysical
antiphrasis as illusive and mayavic. For although the root of
every atom individually and of every form collectively, is that
seventh principle or the one reality, still, in its manifested
phenomenal and temporary appearance, it is no better than

an evanescent illusion of our senses.



The creative god or the aggregate gods are regarded by the
Eastern philosopher as “false apprehension,” something
“conceived of, by reason of erroneous appearances, as a
material form,” and explained as arising from the illusive
conception of the egotistic personal and human soul (lower
fifth principle).



Maya or illusion is an element which enters into all finite
things, for everything that exists has only a relative, not an
absolute, reality, since the appearance which the hidden
noumenon assumes for any observer depends upon his

power of cognition....




Nothing is permanent except the one hidden absolute
existence which contains in itself the noumena of all
realities. The existences belonging to every plane of being,
up to the highest dhyan-chohans, are, in degree, of the nature
of shadows cast by a magic lantern on a colourless screen;
but all things are relatively real, for the cogniser is also a
reflection, and the things cognised are therefore as real to
him as himself. . ..



Whatever plane our consciousness may be acting in, both we
and the things belonging to that plane are, for the time
being, our only realities. As we rise in the scale of
development we perceive that during the stages through
which we have passed we mistook shadows for realities, and
the upward progress of the Ego is a series of progressive
awakenings, each advance bringing with it the idea that now,
at last, we have reached “reality;” but only when we shall
have reached the absolute Consciousness, and blended our
own with it, shall we be free from the delusions produced by
maya.
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First Fundamental Proposition

First conceive of unity by expansion in space and infinite in
time.

Then the normal state of our consciousness must be
moulded by a perpetual presence in imagination in all space
and time.

From this originates a substratum of memory which does
not cease in dreaming or waking. Its manifestation is
courage. With memory of universality all dread vanishes
during the dangers and trials of life.



Second Fundamental Proposition

(i) Space as a boundless plane—immutable and eternal.

(ii) The incessant manifestation and dissolution of
numberless universes within that space.




Third Fundamental Proposition

(i) Fundamental identity of all souls with the universal

Over-soul.

(i1) The obligatory pilgrimage for every soul ... to have an
independent (conscious) existence.




To live and reap experience the mind needs breadth and
depth and points to draw it toward the diamond soul. Seek
not those points in the realm of illusion (maya); but soar
beyond, search the eternal and the changeless be-ness (sat),
mistrusting fancy’s false suggestions.




Thank you
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