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The SD went through 3 stages -
¢ 1st - re-write of Isis Unveiled

“* 2nd - 4 big volumes

Archaic Period, Ancient Period, Medieval Period,
and Modern Period - each with 12 parts

** 3rd - 2 volumes




The subtitle to The Secret Doctrine:
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Build up a general
background of knowledge

¢ Esoteric Philosophy - The stanzas and HPB’s commentary
reveal fundamental esoteric teachings about cosmic and human

evolution.

¢ Wisdom-Religion - The SD aimed to demonstrate that all
spiritual traditions stemmed from one primordial wisdom

teaching.

“* Occult Science - held that all things manifest from one cosmic
consciousness, with the spiritual realms being closer to ultimate

reality than the physical realm modern science is confined to.



Understand a general map of the territory

2 volumes - Cosmogenesis and Anthropogenesis
7 stanzas; 12 stanzas
Based on an obscure eastern text - Book of Dzyan

3 sections to each book

1 - Stanzas from the Book of Dzyan, and her commentaries on these stanzas
2 - Symbolism as it appears in the world religions - fire, lotus, heaven, zodiac, etc.
3 - Science as it relates to The Secret Doctrine

2 volume set - edited by Boris de Zirkoff, TPH and Theosophical University Press
3 volume set

6 volume set — Adyar edition

Abridgements — Michael Gomes, Christmas Humphries, Virginia Hanson
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3 Fundamental Propositions

First - An Omnipresent, Eternal, Boundless, and
Immutable PRINCIPLE

Second - The Eternity of the Universe in toto as
a boundless plane

Third - The fundamental identity of all Souls
with the Universal Over-Soul




6 Numbered ltems

1 - SD is the accumulated wisdom of the ages and its cosmogony alone is the
most stupendous and elaborate of all systems. ... this accumulated wisdom was
passed down from one generation of learned human beings to the next, until we
have it in the form she embodied it in her writings. Mahatmas of the east were the
successors of this generation of wise men who promoted this teaching.

2 - The fundamental law of that system, the central part from which all emerges
and which it all gravitates and upon which is hung all its philosophy - one
homogenous divine principle - the one radical cause - the idea that everything is
routed in the divine substance principle - ie. God - divine principle that is limited
by calling it a name - behind all the forms and names in the different religions
there is simply - a unity behind all existence.

3 - The universe is the periodic manifestation of this absolute essence - this
one thing becomes differentiated and becomes the entire universe - doesn’t make
the universe out of some extraneous material - it itself is the substance aspect that
becomes the universe.




4 - The universe with everything in it is called Maya - Sanskrit meaning
illusion because everything is temporary.

5 - Everything in the universe through all its Kingdoms is conscious -
endowed with a consciousness of its own kind on its plane of manifestation
— everything is alive and everything is conscious; there is no such thing as
dead matter anywhere in the universe.

6 - The universe is worked and guided from with in - the universe in
some sense is a mental creation - the universe is the embodiment of
some divine thought - in her thinking here and the thinking of her
teachers, is similar to Plato and other old philosophers who said this
eternal world we see around here with our senses is the reflection of some
ideal world existing in the divine mind - she states this again and again as a
fundamental principle.



J Proven Facts

“Whatever may be the destiny of these actual writings in a remote
future, we hope to have proven so far the following facts:”

(1) The SD denies the existence of a personal God - it doesn’t mean it
teaches Atheism.

(2) The Logos is the architect and the celestial beings are the masons.
The Logos as a collectivity of celestial beings - the Logos is not the creator

but the architect, that contains the divine plan - and all the celestial beings
are the masons.

(3) These celestial beings are composed of both spirit and matter and
are imperfect.

(4) Matter is eternal and a vehicle of life - no dead matter.

(5) The universe evolved out of the ideal plan.




4 Guiding Principles / 4 Basic ldeas

1- Fundamental unity of all existence
2- No dead matter
3-

Man is the microcosm ... the universe is the macrocosm

4- Great Hermetic idea ... as above, so below




Look for statements beginning with ...

o

ne esoteric philosophy teaches ...”

o

{ ))

ne SD teaches ...

{

t!
the occult doctrine states ...”
t!
t!

ne doctrine teaches that ...”
“science teaches ...’

“...establishes ..




Headings at the top of each page

Time and Universal Mind
The Causes of Being
Motion, The “Great Breath”
Being and Non-Being
Alaya, the Universal Soul

Read the Heading, keep the subject in mind.
Formulate a question according to the subject.

Use them as a source for meditation.




How does this relate to me?

Part of the exploration of the SD is to relate these
things to ourselves.

The skill to using the SD as a daily practice is to ask
this question.

This is really the history of ourselves.
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Demarcate the field - read Heading

Pay attention to the context - define t

he words

Read carefully - slowly, and come bac

if needed

[dentify the main ideas - including the correspondences

Separate the exoteric from esoteric — look for the esoteric

Keep in mind the four basic ideas -

Fundamental Unity ... No Dead Matter

... Man is a Microcosm ... As Above, So Below



“The ever (to us) invisible and immaterial
Substance present in eternity, threw its periodical shadow from its own plane into the lap

63 THE UNIVERSE, A FLITTING SHADOW.

of Maya.” It implies that this expansion, not being an increase in size—for infinite extension admits of no
enlargement—was a change of condition. It “expanded like the bud of the Lotus”; for the Lotus plant exists not
only as a miniature embryo in its seed (a physical characteristic), but its prototype is present in an ideal form
in the Astral Light from “Dawn” to “Night” during the Manvantaric period, like everything else, as a matter of
fact, in this objective Universe; from man down to mite, from giant trees down to the tiniest blades of grass.

All this, teaches the hidden Science, is but the temporary reflection, the shadow of the eternal ideal
prototype in Divine Thought; the word “Eternal,” note well again, standing here only in the sense of “£on,” as
lasting throughout the seemingly interminable, but still limited cycle of activity, called by us Manvantara. For
what is the real esoteric meaning of Manvantara, or rather a Manu-Antara? It means, esoterically, “between
two Manus,” of whom there are fourteen in every “Day of Brahma,” such a “Day” consisting of 1,000 aggregates
of four ages, or 1,000 “Great Ages,” Mahayugas. Let us now analyse the word or name Manu. Orientalists and
their Dictionaries tell us that the term “Manu” is from the root vman, “to think”; hence “the thinking man.” But,
esoterically, every Manu, as an anthropomorphized patron of his special cycle (or Round), is but the
personified idea of the “Thought Divine” (as the Hermetic “Pymander” [Poimandres]); each of the Manus,
therefore, being the special god, the creator and fashioner of all that appears during his own respective cycle
of being or Manvantara. Fohat runs the Manus’ (or Dhyani-Chohans’) errands, and causes the ideal prototypes
to expand from within without—viz., to cross gradually, on a descending scale, all the planes from the
noumenon to the lowest phenomenon, to bloom finally on the last into full objectivity—the acme of illusion, or
the grossest matter.
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121 THE MYSTERY OF THE FIRE.

Air is a mixture containing the gases Oxygen and Nitrogen. We view the Universe and the Earth as matter
composed of definite chemical molecules. We speak of the primitive ten Earths, endowing each with a Greek or
Latin name. We say that water is, chemically, a compound of Oxygen and Hydrogen. But what is FIRe? It is the
effect of combustion, we are gravely answered. It is heat and light and motion, and a correlation of physical
and chemical forces in general. And this scientific definition is philosophically supplemented by the theological
one in Webster’s Dictionary, which explains fire as “the instrument of punishment, or the punishment of the
impenitent in another state”—the “state,” by the bye, being supposed to be spiritual; but, alas! the presence of
fire would seem to be a convincing proof of its material nature. Yet, speaking of the illusion of regarding
phenomena as simple, because they are familiar, Professor Bain says (Logic. Part IL): “Very familiar facts seem
to stand in no need of explanation themselves and to be the means of explaining whatever can be assimilated
to them. Thus, the boiling and evaporation of a liquid is supposed to be a very simple phenomenon requiring
no explanation, and a satisfactory explanation of rarer phenomena. That water should dry up is, to the
uninstructed mind, a thing wholly intelligible; whereas to the man acquainted with physical science the liquid
state is anomalous and inexplicable. The lighting of a fire by a flame is a GREAT SCIENTIFIC DIFFICULTY, yet few
people think so” (p. 125).

What says the esoteric teaching with regard to fire? “Fire,” it says, “is the most perfect and unadulterated
reflection, in Heaven as on Earth, of the ONE FLAME. It is Life and Death, the origin and the end of every
material thing. It is divine ‘SuBsTANCE.” Thus, not only the FIRE-WORSHIPPER, the Parsee, but even the
wandering savage tribes of America, which proclaim themselves “born of fire,” show more science in their
creeds and truth in their superstitions, than all the speculations of modern physics and learning. The Christian
who says: “God is a living Fire,” and speaks of the Pentecostal “Tongues of Fire” and of the “burning bush” of
Moses, is as much a fire-worshipper as any other “heathen.” The Rosicrucians, among all the mystics and
Kabalists, were those who defined Fire in the right and most correct way. Procure a sixpenny lamp, keep it
only supplied with oil, and you will be able to light at its flame the lamps, candles,



129 THE LIPIKA.

STANZA 5—Continued.

6. THE LIPIKA CIRCUMSCRIBE THE TRIANGLE, THE FIRST ONE (the vertical line or the figure 1), THE CUBE, THE
SECOND ONE, AND THE PENTACLE WITHIN THE EGG (circle) (a). IT IS THE RING CALLED “PASS NOT” FOR THOSE WHO
DESCEND AND ASCEND, (as also for those) WHO, DURING THE KALPA, ARE PROGRESSING TOWARD THE GREAT DAY “BE
WITH US” (b). . . . THUS WERE FORMED THE ARUPA AND THE RUPA (the Formless World and the World of Forms):
FROM ONE LIGHT SEVEN LIGHTS; FROM EACH OF THE SEVEN, SEVEN TIMES SEVEN LIGHTS. THE WHEELS WATCH THE
RING. ...

The Stanza proceeds with a minute classification of the Orders of Angelic Hierarchy. From the group of Four
and Seven emanates the “mind-born” group of Ten, of Twelve, of Twenty-one, etc., all these divided again into
sub-groups of septenaries, novems, duodecimals, and so on, until the mind is lost in this endless enumeration
of celestial hosts and Beings, each having its distinct task in the ruling of the visible Kosmos during its
existence.

(@) The esoteric meaning of the first sentence of the Sloka is, that those who have been called Lipikas, the
Recorders of the Karmic ledger, make an impassible barrier between the personal EGo and the impersonal
SELF, the Noumenon and Parent-Source of the former. Hence the allegory. They circumscribe the manifested
world of matter within the RING “Pass-Not.” This world is the symbol (objective) of the ONE divided into the
many, on the planes of Illusion, of Adi (the “First”) or of Eka (the “One”); and this One is the collective
aggregate, or totality, of the principal Creators or Architects of this visible universe. In Hebrew Occultism their
name is both Achath, feminine, “One,” and Achod, “One” again, but masculine. The monotheists have taken
(and are still taking) advantage of the profound esotericism of the Kabala to apply the name by which the One
Supreme Essence is known to ITS manifestation, the Sephiroth-Elohim, and call it Jehovah. But this is
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